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Chatterbox explores the repetition and nearly constant presence of a single musical idea to the point of obsession. The title is a term used by sufferers of anxiety
to refer to an unrelenting bombardment of worries and negative thoughts.

This piece is dedicated to my teachers at the University of Missouri-Kansas City: James Mobberley, Paul Rudy, and Chen Yi.

Instrumentation
Flute (= piccolo)
Violin
Cello
Percussion
China Cymbal
Whip
Small Triangle (suspended)
Egg Shaker
Small Woodblock (mounted)
Bongos
Congas
Marimba (5 octaves)

Unpitched Percussion Key

China . Srpall Small Bongos Congas
Cymbal Whip Triangle Egg Shaker Woodblock (high/low) (high/low) Kick Drum
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Performance Notes

Accidentals carry through the measure for the octave in which they occur, as is customary. Numerous courtesy accidentals are provided for ease of reading and
to prevent possible confusion arising from dissonance between parts. In measures without meter, accidentals carry through series of repeated notes.

Measures without meter (senza misura) are designated by X in place of a traditional time signature. Events take place at non-specific points in the given time-

span. The placement of each event within the horizontal space of the measure gives the approximate timing of the start of the event.

jgbg : The upstem specifies the onset of the gesture within the metric framework, but
not the overall duration of the gesture, as the beamed notes are to be played as fast as possible.
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b snap (Bartok) pizzicato
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- All staccati notes equally short.

**%* Glissandi are notated with solid lines. In general, all glissandi should begin gradually and accelerate toward arrival notes. This gestural contour — a hesitant

beginning which gains energy as it descends — is important to the piece, and while it is not necessarily possible at faster tempi or when the duration of the
glissando is short, it should absolutely be emphasized when there is sufficient time to do so, especially in the opening section (m.m. 1-66).
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Gliss down (on A and D strings, in this specific example) to the pitches indicated in parentheses, but do not emphasize or articulate
7 these pitches. The arrival of this gesture is the open D.
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Frenetic, wild; L'istesso tempo
through m. 61, rhythms need not be of pinpoint accuracy
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Play very high whistle tone, faint and diffuse in focus.
Fluctuate pitch ad libitum.
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