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Program Note

One of the most striking and defining visuals of the United States Deep South is that of the southern live oak tree (Quercus virginiana) shrouded in Spanish
moss (Tillandsia usneoides). A tangled and bluish-grey flowering plant, Spanish moss can be seen draped from the sprawling, gnatled branches of oaks
throughout the region, hanging ghost-like across its swampy landscape. Southern Specter adopts this poetic image as its subject and is comprised of two
different kinds of music. The first is both representational and external, in that it seeks to be a musical embodiment of a moss-covered tree, depicting the
delicate moss swaying in a gentle breeze and the tree's appearance under vatrious gradations of sunlight. The second kind of music is expressive and internal,
seeking to convey the various thoughts and feelings one might have upon viewing such an image. Having grown up on the Gulf Coast of Texas, I could not
help but channel my own emotional experiences which have ranged from serenity, solemnness, and nostalgia to gloom and ominousness.

Richard Johnson's accompanying film plays with analogous concerns on the visual front: perspective, representation versus abstraction, light and shadow,
and ambiguity.

Special thanks to Jungle Gardens of Avery Island, Louisiana, for film footage and inspiration.

Instrumentation

Flute
Violin
Viola

Cello

Piano



Performance Notes

Measures without meter (senza misura) are designated by X in place of a traditional time signature. The approximate duration of measure (or span of time) is indicated with a bracket

and length in seconds. The placement of each event within the hotizontal space of the measure gives the approximate timing of the start of the event. Players must determine entrances
based on each othet's parts. Dashed lines indicate coordination between playets.

Although Senza misura passages should feel free and out-of-time, there are moments within this freedom in which particular players must adhere to an indicated tempo. Enclosed
metronome indications are local; i.e. each affects only the part to which it is applied. These are approximate but should be followed as closely as possible, as several parts will often
have competing rates of speed simultaneously.

A thick black extender indicates that a note should be held until the extender terminates. An extender may also indicate the continuation of a gesture or group of gestures inside a box.

Material within repeat signs should be cycled through until indicated by the thick black extender.

Microtonal Accidentals Flute

Arrows modify the given accidental by a Y4-tone in the direction of the arrow: g Fluttertongue

b ¥a-tone flat (Va-tone lower than ;)

; V,-tone flat aeolian tone — extremely breathy with only faint pitch
wind sound — no pitch, only the sound of air

: Va-tone low

b Ya-tone high Strings

i %s-tone sharp (Vs-tone higher than 4 ) s.p. — sul ponticello

s.t. — sul tasto

All Tns ents flautando (flaut.) — lighter-than-normal bow pressure, producing an unfocused sound

ord.— s molto s.p.

-0 Pian
T — gradually transition from one technique or playing method 1ano _
9 o another Ped. sustain pedal

Sos. Ped. sostenuto pedal




Video

Although ensembles are encouraged to present the video when performing the piece, the music certainly may be played without it. The
video is not a fixed length but rather a series of shots which are cued during performance by a separate technician. The ensemble simply
plays the piece and does not need to worty about coordinating with the visual; the technician follows the score and triggers cues as they

come. Cueing is accomplished via a Max/MSP patch, available from the composetr. It is not necessary to own a Max/MSP license to run
the patch.






Score

Flute

Violin

Viola

Cello

Piano

Commissioned by Musiqga New Music Collective

Southern Specter

Timothy Roy
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Piano: Tempo indications (always 8th-note pulse) are approximate and must only be roughly adhered to. Measure durations are also approximate and invite moderate flexibility.

Pianist is tasked with cueing changes in other parts where noted.

All other parts receive visual cues from pianist, who signals changes/terminations of repeated material and entrances of melodic lines.
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For this system: The beginnings and endings — as well as middles — of phrases should not be coordinated between parts (the only exception being the alignment between flute and cello
in the second measure). In the first and third bars, the violist begins without giving a cue. The other players enter shortly after, independently.
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